
 PRINCIPALõS REPORT 
Unfortunately, our Year 6 camp to Waratah Bay 
was unable to go ahead this week. This was 
disappointing for all concerned, however, the 
continued extreme weather conditions made this 
type of activity too risky for students. We are 
investigating other options and will inform 
parents as soon as we have made alternative 
arrangements. 
 

School Council will meet on Tuesday March 10th at 
6:30pm for the AGM and this will be followed by 
the regular school council meeting at 7:00pm. 
Elections did not have to be held this year as the 
number of nominations did not exceed the 
number of positions.  
 

A few weeks ago I wrote about the work that was 
going to be done on the ramps leading up to the 
office door and leading up to the far end of the 
3/4 building. This work is scheduled to begin next 
Thursday. 
 

Smartbus has put forward a proposal to the 
Department of Transport to introduce a new 
service which will have stops along Edithvale 
Road. Their plan shows a proposed stop situated 
directly outside the school, in front of the hall. 
School Councillors, Alice Davies and Martin Taylor 
and I attended a meeting with representatives 
from the company last week where we were able 
to raise a number of issues about the project. 
The safety of our students is paramount and we 
are concerned that the bus stopõs proximity to 
the school crossing creates an unnecessary risk 
for students. This is in addition to the problems 
we already have with parking during peak times. I 
will keep you informed as to the outcome of 
these discussions. 
 

Shenanigans is coming! You should have received 
a notice about this today. Please join us for what 
promises to be a great, family night on March 
25th!  

 

Denise Webster 

IMPORTANT DATES 
TERM 1ñ2009  

Monday 9th Labour Day 

Friday 13th Puppet ShowñP-2ñHall  
9:30 am-11:00 am 

Tuesday 17th Sushi Day 

 
 

 

Term 1ðWeek 5       5 March 2009  

Edithvale Road, Edithvale. Victoria 3196  
Telephone:  (03) 9772 1393   Fax:  (03) 9772 7307  
Email:   edithvps@edithvaleps.vic.edu.au  
Website:   http://www.edithvaleps.vic.edu.au  

PFA MEETING 
 
 
 
 

The first PFA Meeting for 2009  will be held on:  
 

TUESDAY 10th MARCH 
At 2:30pm  

IN THE STAFFROOM 
[Accessed via Office/Reception]  

 

The PFA is a great way to meet other parents, 
and become involved in the school community.  
By becoming involved with the PFA, you are able 
to play an important part in contributing to your 
childõs school.  Please come along and share your 
ideas and lend a hand where you can. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there.  
 

Cassie Hughes 

 

MARCH BOOK CLUB No. 2 
 

Orders must be in by Friday 13th March.  
 

Late Orders Cannot Be Accepted 



CHUM CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
 
On Monday, as a ôvolunteerõ representative from Edithvale 
Primary School, I travelled to, and worked with the 
students at Chum Creek Primary School. I took lots of 
ôgoodiesõ and donations to the school thanks to Rod 
Houghton (OfficeMax), and our generous teachers. Year 
5/12 also wrote letters to the 24 students there, asking 
them to become pen pals and expressing their empathy 
towards children of similar ages.  
 
It was humbling and touching to try to help, (in any small 
way), the victims of the recent bushfires.  
Thanks to the locals, the central school buildings were 
saved on Black Saturday. 

 

 
 

The outer area of the school; the chooks and henhouse 
burnt, playground equipment melted and burnt through and 
all surrounds and neighbouring houses destroyed and 
charred.   
 

Many families were evacuating again that night.  
 

A combined sense of fatigue and fear, grief and uncertainty 
prevailed.  
 
The kids at Chum Creek were like all kids: innocent, 
gorgeous, active, resilient, curious, sometimes anxious, 
sometimes withdrawn.  
 

What was different was that theyõd all survived an incredibly 
traumatic experience; some had lost a parent, family 
member or friend, their own futures still in limbo.  

 

 
The staff, who had also suffered personal grief, were 
ôrallying onõé.õfor the kidsõé. because we know that 
the greatest constant and precursor for  the future 
stability and wellbeing of our young people is education 
and regular school attendance.  
 
Sometimes we forget to value what is most important. 
Sometimes we forget to be grateful for how ôluckyõ we 
are.  
 
I have a couple of phone numbers for the Yarra Valley 
area if anyone would like to make contact and offer 
some practical assistance or respite for children/
families/communities this year - possibly during any of 
our school holidays. 
 
A number of EPS staff have offered their support, please 
let me know if you feel youõd like to help in any way 
and Iõll provide you with further information. 
 

Janice Lawrence 
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Eileen Caddy. 


