
Welcome to Year 2! 
Welcome back to what will be another fantastic year at Edithvale Primary School. In 2020, the Year 2 team is made 

up of 2 teachers:  2A – Kerri Harridge and 2B – Jacqui Miller.  The Year 2’s will also be lucky to get to work with Mrs 

Leach on a Monday and Tuesday morning and Mrs Lapthorne on a Thursday.  

 

We are excited to be able to work with such an enthusiastic bunch of students. Being in Year 2 will be very exciting 

and the students will be working very hard to achieve their goals. Our aim is to build on their first two years of 

schooling and extend your child’s understandings across all areas of the curriculum in engaging ways.   

 

We have high expectations of every child and will encourage and support the children to do their very best at all 

times.  Of particular importance to us is for students to: 

● be curious learners keen to contribute, learn and share with others 

● have a growth mindset believing that they can achieve as they put effort into all tasks and activities 

● demonstrate respect for each other, their teachers, visitors and the school environment 

● be team players, able to challenge and support one another as they develop their social, emotional and 

academic abilities 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

In 2020 we will be launching 6 weekly Semester/Progress Reports as we aim to provide regular feedback to our 

students and families on the learning and teaching that happens here at Edithvale Primary. 

Each Semester there will be 2 progress reports and an end of Semester report. The end of Semester reports will 

include details about students’ achievements measured against the Victorian Curriculum. 

The first progress report will be available to parents via COMPASS at the end of Week 7 - March 13. 

The second progress report will be available to parents via COMPASS at the end of Week 4 term 2 - May 8. 

End of Semester 1 reports will be available at the end of week 10 term 2- June 19. 

The information contained in each report will provide a quick snapshot of your child’s progress in the areas that have 

been taught over the previous 6 week period. Each year level will have different foci and as such, the reports will 

contain some differences from year level to year level.  

PURPLE POCKETS AND HOME LEARNING 
The purple pockets are a great way to communicate between home and 
school. These need to be brought to school every day and checked nightly 
for any notices. In Term 1, our main focus for home learning will be reading 
every night (approx. 10-15 minutes). Remember the books sent home are 
meant to be a few levels below your child’s level. This is to encourage a love 
of reading and not make reading with your child a stressful task. We 
encourage parents to not only listen to their child read the book but also 
discuss the text. Some questions you might like to ask your child to spark a 
conversation could be: 

●  What could this text be about?  Why do you think that? or What do 
you think will happen next? 

●  How is this story like another story you know? 

●  What was the problem in the story? How was it solved? 

●  Who is the main character? How do you think the character felt 
when ……… happened? 

●  Are there any new words you have read? What do you think they 

mean? 

 



The students will also be set a task each week on Mangahigh on a topic that we are covering in the classroom. The 
individual login codes will be coming home very soon. Throughout the year, some home learning tasks relating to 
our current topics will also be sent home and placed on the school website.  
 

SPECIALIST TIMETABLE FOR 2020 

 2A 2B 

Art 10.00-11.00am Wednesday  11.30-12.30pm Friday 

French 11.30-12.30pm Tuesday 10.00-11.00am Wednesday  

Physical Education 11.30-12.30pm Friday 11.30-12.30pm Tuesday 

Library 12.30-1.30pm Friday (students will attend in their reading group) 

Robotics (Term 1 only) 10.00-11.00am Thursday 9.00-10.00am Thursday 

Science (Term 1 only) 9.00-10.00am Thursday 10.00-11.00am Thursday 

 

PROJECT BASED INQUIRY 

What is PBIL? 

Project Based Inquiry Learning is our Whole-School approach to exploring key 

ideas across the Victorian Curriculum in a different and engaging way. Each 

project is authentic and has a real world-context where students are 

collaborating, creating, researching and designing in order to answer their big 

question posed at the beginning of their unit. A key feature of this approach to 

learning is that it is driven by student voice and choice in the way that they 

design a product, how they work and how they use their time. How this looks 

differs as students’ progress through the year levels (see Types of student 

inquiry image >). Each unit of inquiry culminates in a public product where 

students are able to showcase their learning to those beyond the classroom. 

 

Why PBIL you might ask? 

“Project-based learning experiences give students opportunities that they would never have in school otherwise.” 

(Juliani, 2018) 

  

 What does PBIL look like in Year 2 this term?  

Our big question is “Bang! Ding! Strum! How do the properties of sound and 

vibrations impact our lives?” 

We will be exploring key ideas around sound and how sounds are produced. We will explore 

pitch, dynamics, tone and duration. We are seeking assistance from anyone who might have 

expertise in playing an instrument and have some time during the week to come and share 

their talent with our students.  

  

The public product will involve the students presenting short musical items using the instruments they have made, 

showing their musical instrument advertising posters and instructional writing. 

 

This PBIL exploration will take place from Weeks 7 to 9 of this term.  Prior to this exploration our students will be 

learning about light. They will take part in investigations that will pique their curiosity and thinking. Students will be 

encouraged to ask questions and make their own discoveries.  

 

WELLBEING 

Weekly wellbeing sessions take place each Monday afternoon after lunch. We will be continuing to work with The 

Resilience Project and Respectful Relationships resources and introducing The Zones of Regulation to assist students 

in understanding emotions, thinking and behaviour.  Students in Year 2 will have a large focus on how to be a good 

friend/classmate and how to treat people with respect.  We will also spend time on encouraging students to have a 

growth mindset. There will be many opportunities for discussion through circle times and we will use these 

opportunities to build positive relationships between students. 

 



ENGLISH 

Reading 

On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, students will begin their day with 15 minutes of read to self using their 

readers and book box selected texts. Please feel welcome to come in at this time and read with the children as they 

settle into the day. This year, we will continue using CAFE and Daily 5 as part of our Literacy program. The Year 2 

students will begin by revising how to read a book and choose a ‘Good-Fit Book’ before moving on to setting 

individual goals for their reading. Each week, we will learn different strategies for interpreting and understanding 

texts using our CAFE menu. Through this program we learn Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding 

vocabulary strategies (CAFE) as well as how to independently choose a ’Good-Fit Book’ using the I PICK method: 

I—I choose the book, P—Purpose—Why do I want to read it? I—Interest—Does it interest me?  

C– Comprehension– Do I understand what I am reading?  K—Know—I know most of the words.  

During Daily 5, students will undertake different activities to build their literacy skills.  These 

include reading to self, reading to someone, word work, work on writing and listening to 

reading. 

Students in Year 2 will take part in the Premier’s Reading Challenge this year. We will be 

reading PRC books in class during CAFÉ and Daily 5. Students will also have an opportunity to 

borrow ‘good-fit’ PRC books during visits to the school Library. 

 

Writing 

Our aim is for the students to enjoy writing, have plenty of opportunities to share their writing and take pride in their 

work. Students in Year 2 will continue to follow the Seven Steps to Writing Success program where we provide 

engaging writing lessons to motivate students to write in creative and interesting ways. We will start the year 

focusing on sentence structure and in particular how to develop interesting sentences using descriptive words. We 

will strive to maintain correct use of punctuation such as using capital letters, full stops and questions marks. 

Students will be encouraged to extend their sentences dependent upon their abilities and capture their reader’s 

attention through using a variety of sentence starters. 

 

Spelling 

As part of Daily 5, students will complete Word Work tasks that encourage students to learn the Oxford most 

frequently used words. We will be targeting students individual spelling needs, with five words coming home 

regularly to practice. We hope you will partner with us in assisting your student to further their spelling abilities by 

regularly practicing their words with them.  We will have a dedicated spelling session weekly focusing on identifying 

long/short vowels, digraphs, blends, adding suffixes to words and other relevant rules. 

 

Please click on the link below to find some resources which might help you work with your child to help with their 

English: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pages/default.

aspx 

 

MATHEMATICS 

This term, we will have a large focus on place value. Students will consolidate their 

understanding of 2- and 3-digit numbers. Students will work in Maths groups focusing on 

‘Number’ throughout the week that target their individual learning needs. They will be 

encouraged to set goals and discuss their progress and achievements throughout the year with 

their peers and teachers. 

In applied Maths sessions, we will be focusing on data, shapes and measurements such as 

centimetres and metres.  Students will be collecting data and learning how to present this 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pages/default.aspx


effectively on a tally and graph. They will undertake active investigations to measure and compare the length of 

items and the properties of shapes. Students will have many opportunities to take part in hands-on learning 

activities and open-ended tasks that will aim to challenge and engage them, whilst allowing them to make their own 

discoveries and share their learning with others. 

 

Please click on the link below to find some resources which might help you work with your child to help with 

their Maths: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/maths-and-

numeracy-at-home.aspx#link8 

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

The Acceptable Use Agreement was sent home on Friday January 31st.  Each Year 2 class undertook a detailed 

discussion around safe and appropriate use of technologies. Thank you so much for partnering with us to ensure 

students are aware and accountable for the choices they make when using technological devices at school. Students 

will participate in lessons on cyber safety and being cyber smart citizens. Cutting and pasting images from the 

internet without assistance will be a major focus this term. Students will use tables in word to represent data 

collected in maths and make a graph.  

 

ROBOTICS 

Year 2 are lucky enough to be entering our robotics space in the new STEM centre 

this term. We are very excited about this new space and the learning the students 

will get to experience.  The unit will have a lot of opportunities for the students to 

work on their cooperative teamwork skills, thinking and problem-solving skills. 

They will be participating for a minimum of three hours per week. The year 2 

students will be working with ‘Ozobots’ (which are small robots that can be coded 

using colour sequences).  

 

SCIENCE  

As a part of the new STEM facility, the Year 2’s will participate in a weekly Science lesson during Term 1 run by one of 

our Science specialist teachers, Miss McCarthy. They will be delving deeper into the knowledge they learnt last year 

about ‘push and pull’. This unit will include many hands on experiments and investigations and we are sure the 

students will come home with lots to tell and share with you. 

 

Please feel free to drop in for a chat if you have any issues, concerns or just want to say hello.  On Tuesday afternoon 

we have professional learning meetings but on any other day our door is wide open before or after school. 

 

 

 

 

KEY DATES 

Welcome BBQ: Friday Feb 14th 

School Photos: Monday Feb 24th 

Inflatable Multisport Program: Wednesday February 26th 

Year 2 Leading Assembly: Friday February 28th  

Labour Day Public Holiday: Monday March 9th 

Curriculum Day: Friday March 13th 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/maths-and-numeracy-at-home.aspx#link8
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/maths/Pages/maths-and-numeracy-at-home.aspx#link8

