
 

Year 6 Term 2 Newsletter 
This newsletter contains links to web-based that can help you assist your child with their learning. You may like to access this newsletter 

through COMPASS on a device if you wish to access these resources. 

 

Welcome back to the start of Term 2! 

Our group shared many experiences together in Term 1, so many of which we hadn’t had a chance to do since 

2019. We had a wonderful excursion to Queen Victoria Market, played interschool sports and had a lightning 

premiership day, invited parents and guests to our grade 6 mini-markets and subsequently donated nearly $1000 to 

the Heart Foundation.  

With the success of Term 1 still in our minds, we charge into Term 2 with this positive energy and are eager to 

continue these fabulous efforts. 

 

This term all of you children will again be preparing and presenting a ‘Talk Time’ presentation. This involves your 

child choosing a topic from a list provided, researching that topic and then preparing a 3-5 minute presentation to 

show the class. Last term’s Talk Time was successful but it was quite common for the students to leave their 

preparation right to the last moment. As well as our weekly reminders to the students, we are hoping that you may 

be able to assist in keeping your child aware of when they are presenting. The timetable for the presentations is 

presented below. This list and possible topics for the students to do is on Seesaw as well. Our focus is on 

significant historical events, people and places. 

 
At home, students should be reading each night and are encouraged to log on to My Numeracy to complete set 

tasks. There will be times throughout the term where, as part of our PBIL, some research and preparation will need 

to be done at home as well as any unfinished work from school. Weekly spelling words are also posted on Seesaw 

each week to practice at home too.  

 

We value a home and school partnership and we encourage you to continue to communicate with us if you have 

any queries or concerns. You will see your child’s teacher out the front of the grade 6 classrooms every afternoon, 

so please come and say hello. This would be an ideal time to arrange a follow-up meeting about your child if you 

think it is necessary.  

 

You are welcome to come in and volunteer in the classroom at any stage if you have some free time during the 

week. It is always really great to have an extra set of hands in the classroom and for the students to see that our 

learning extends to those in our community as well. If you would like to come in, please send us an email. We’d be 

excited to have you.  

 



 

The following is an overview of our structures and programs to help inform you of what we teach and how we teach. 

At the beginning of this term we will focus on: 

 

READING- 

This year our Grade 6 students will all be participating in Book Club as part of our reading curriculum. Throughout 

the year the students will be reading a variety of texts in small groups, discussing the themes and content, and 

sharing their ideas and opinions with their peers and teachers in a small group setting. Children will practice 

focused discussion skills, enjoy reading a whole novel, develop their critical thinking and participate in a social 

reading process. The focus is on children mining deeper into the book for themselves, noticing their personal 

thoughts and opinions, and having a discussion with elements of opinion, debate, and evidence. The rich oral 

language opportunities involved in explaining and defending thoughts are invaluable.  

 

There are many benefits to Book Club and reading a novel in this structured format has the backing of many years 

of research. You can find more information about this on the Victorian Curriculum website 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pages/default.aspx 

 

WRITING-  

In Term 2 our writing will focus on continuing to develop skills in sentence structure and grammar, to build writing 

stamina and improving our use of paragraphs. We will learn how to structure a letter, write formally to a local 

representative for our inquiry unit on government, and get creative in our Friday Free writes.  

 

SPELLING/PHONICS- 

This includes the 50-minute Phonemic Awareness session each day 

Review 

10 minutes 

Revisit of letter/sounds learnt in previous lessons using Orton Gillingham Drill Cards. 

Morphology: e/es- makes plural, ‘i/ng’ is a suffix showing present tense 

Dictation: Check in of sounds being studied/revised 

Phonics or 

Morphology 

30 

Phonics-Explicit spelling/sound lesson- this will include using Dandelion Decodable readers 

to explore sounds, as well as practising decoding strategies when reading these stories 

SMART Spelling word lists to practise decoding strategies. 

Students will continue to learn Morphology Awareness as they investigate which 

prefix/root/suffix is found in words, and will be introduced to a ‘Lexicon’ morphology 

dictionary. The Lexicon will showcase morphemes (smallest unit of sound in a word) and 

meaning e.g. 

Prefix ‘re’ means to repeat or do again 

Root word ‘vid’ means to see 

Suffix ‘ing’ present tense- added to verbs 

Reading 

Fluency 

10 minutes 

Students will practise pace and expression in reading. Fluency tasks will include word lists, 

sentences, paragraphs and or short stories. Fluency lists/passages are practised 

throughout the week and students have the opportunity to share reading with each other. 

  

 

 

MATHEMATICS-   

All teachers at Edithvale Primary follow the ‘Booker’ Sequence for teaching Maths. This developmental sequence is 

used for teaching all place value/number skills and four processes: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

This term in class, the topics to be covered include Multiplication and Division, Fractions and Decimals as well as 

Chance and Probability. 

 

Essential Assessment is an online platform that can be used by students to assist them to continue to develop from 

their current understanding in relation to the Maths curriculum. Students have received a login for ‘My Numeracy’ 

and ‘Sunset Maths’ along with instructions on how to access the platform.  

 

Below are some maths links that might assist in-home learning inspirations; 

● Nrich- https://nrich.maths.org/primary    

● Youcubed- https://www.youcubed.org/ 

● Resolve- https://resolve.edu.au/  

 

For additional ways to reinforce your child’s learning at home, you may also like to try http://www.math-

play.com/place-value-games.html for some fun interactive tools for learning.  

Finally, a great resource for making maths fun for students at home is Maths Playground 

https://www.mathplayground.com/.  

 

 

WELLBEING- 

The Resilience Project and The Resilience, Rights, and Respectful Relationships Initiative will be our key programs 

that will help guide our Wellbeing lessons. Some of the benefits of these programs are: 

● Improved confidence and self-esteem, especially in relation to their peer relationships 

● Improved well-being and ability to express emotions 

● Improved knowledge and communication of emotions  

● Improved relationships both at school and at home 

● More supportive classroom environments, 

In addition, we will continue to have regular circle time discussions that are directly related to topics and issues that 

arise throughout the week, as well as use restorative practices to assist repair and rebuild relationships. 

Some useful links and further information are listed below;  

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/ 
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R 
https://www.zonesofregulation.com/learn-more-about-the-zones.html 
 
 

PROJECT-BASED INQUIRY LEARNING 

What is PBIL? 

Project-Based Inquiry Learning is our Whole-School approach to exploring key ideas across the Victorian 

Curriculum in a different and engaging way. Each project is authentic and has a real-world real world context where 

students are collaborating, creating, researching and designing in order to answer their big question posed at the 

beginning of their unit. A key feature of this approach to learning is that it is driven by student voice and choice in 

the way that they design a product, how they work and how they use their time. How this looks differs as students 

progress through the year levels. Each unit of inquiry culminates in a public product where students are able to 

showcase their learning to those beyond the classroom. 
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Why PBIL you might ask? 

“Project-based learning experiences give students opportunities that they would never have in school otherwise.” 

(Juliani, 2018) 

 

What does PBIL look like in Grade 6 this term?  

Our big question is - Why do we have a system of government? 

We will investigate ideas such as  

- How do the different levels of government contribute to our daily lives? 

- What are some factors that contribute to voting behaviour? 

- What is a democracy? 

- How does Australia’s political system compare to others around the world? 

- How can people be involved and shape our community? 

Students will participate in two incursions with state and federal government representatives that will talk about 

forming governments and how the representatives are elected. They will look at parliament and how laws are 

passed and how governments are held accountable to their citizens. 

 

FRENCH- 

The French program will aim to develop students’ awareness of the French language and culture. Students will ask 

and answer questions in complete sentences, in familiar contexts, using appropriate pronunciation, intonation and 

non-verbal communication strategies. The students will recognise appropriate forms of address for different 

audiences, using tu forms with friends and family members, and using vous for teachers and other adults or when 

more than one person is involved. The students will continue to develop research skills through the use of 

dictionaries/Google translate and work independently on defined projects using Language online & Languagenut 

(Assessment online). 

ART- 
The Visual Arts program aims to provide for and nurture student learning through a variety of sequential activities that 

develop fine motor skills, and link to learning in the classroom where possible. In year 6 students explore a variety of 

art media whilst building on their understanding of the art elements. They plan, select, arrange, and make choices 

related to developing their artwork. In term, 2 students will be creating Day of the Dead sculptures focused on form 

and line. They will also explore Street Art where they will plan an artwork to communicate a message.   

PE- 

Students will participate in weekly 50-minute Physical Education lessons where the development of fundamental 
motor skills and movement patterns have been combined into a games-sense approach. This term students will focus 
on the different strategies and game tactics involved in throwing and catching games such as basketball, cricket, 
volleyball and other modified games. 
 

SCIENCE- 

The Science program provides students with hands-on science experiences where they can construct their own 
scientific understandings. This term, students have been working within Earth and Space Science to explore our 
Solar system and identify and compare the planets within it. Students have worked to create dioramas of different 
planets and compare their features. Students have applied Science inquiry skills such as; questioning, planning, 
analysing, evaluating and communicating.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING AND SEESAW--  

 
  

Seesaw helps build a great communication chain between parents, students and teachers about the students’ 

learning. It provides the students with a safe place to share their achievements, how they are feeling about their 

learning, for consolidating areas of need and showcasing what they are doing in the classroom. We will be using 

this platform to post student work, reflections, videos etc. each week and encourage you to look at the reflections 

your child posts each Friday. 

 

 

YEAR 6 INTERSCHOOL SPORT- 

Each Year 6 student will represent our school at Interschool Sport this year. In Term 2, the sports which will be 

played are Football, Soccer, Netball and T-Ball. All of the dates on the fixture are subject to weather and will be 

cancelled in the morning in case of bad weather. We would love some parental help on the days of Interschool 

Sport, whether it be in a coaching capacity or just simply to support our students. Please chat with your child’s 

teacher if you would like help.  

 

KEY TERM 2 DATES 
 

Friday 6th May Division Cross-Country 

Friday 13th May Interschool Sports 

Friday 20th May Interschool Sports 

Wednesday 25th- Friday 27th May 5/6 Camp  

Friday 3rd June Interschool Sports 

Friday 17th June Lightning Premiership  

Parent Partnership Meetings Week 9 

 


